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THE 
OPENER
Just about everyone in the crowd at Eden Park last 
Saturday night thought that Beauden Barrett was 
larger than life - and there was a giant sized 
placard that pretty much summed up their 
thoughts. Barrett had one of those classic 
games where everything he did had a 
major in�uence in the 20-19 win over 
the Brumbies. The Blues faithful 
are hoping that he has just as 
much in�uence when he 
takes on the Crusaders  
on Saturday. Destiny 
awaits one team!

4� super.rugby
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Words JIM TUCKER�|� Images GETTY IMAGES

WHAT WE LOVED ABOUT
SUPER RUGBY PACIFIC

There has been plenty to like about the way that the inaugural season of 
Super Rugby Paci�c has panned out – here’s a few of them

Zealand teams mixed with Fiji 
in the first tournament format 
invented in the Pacific region.�

Finally, putting on stage the 
crowd-pleasing athleticism, 
skill and wow of the Fijian 
Drua and Moana Pasifika 
meant far more than just four 
wins between them.�

It was the lift-off that 
mattered most because we all 
know the improvements that 
have been made already and 
will continue to flow into the 
national teams of Fiji, Samoa 
and Tonga.�

After Australian and NZ 

teams played in domestic silos 
for much of ���� and ����, 
there was much to celebrate 
simply in the border barriers 
coming down.�

Being able to hear the 
noise of ��,��� fans at Eden 
Park for the Blues-Brumbies 
semi-final�climax was a joy, 
either live or through your TV 
or�device.�

NZ’s home of rugby was 
alive as it will be for Saturday’s 
epic Blues-Crusaders final.�

It’s going to be hard but 
here’s a six-pack of highlights 
from the ���� Super Rugby 

THE FIRST EDITION OF THE 
new Super Rugby Pacific 
tournament has given us the 
full banquet of exhilarating 
highs, magic moments and 
late-game drama.�

For those old enough 
to remember, the ��-team 
version of Super Rugby isn’t 
so different to how rugby in 
this part of the world was 
imagined in the amateur era 
between ����-��.�

Those were the six 
seasons of the South Pacific 
Championship and Super � 
when Australian and New 

http://super.rugby
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Pacific season that really  
did make it super.�

THE BEST RISE TO THE TOP�
We’re all in a lather about the 
latest�Beauden Barrett v Richie 
Mo’unga match-up in this final.�

The thing is it is all for good 
reason.�You want the marquee 
men to give you moments 
to�treasure. �

Barrett’s last-gasp field 
goal for the Blues to beat 
the Brumbies in Canberra 
was magic. You can tell the 
confidence he infuses through 
the rest of the team by the 
mass pile-on which followed 
to congratulate him.�

In the semi-final against the 
same opposition, the decision-
making and big moment poise 
was dripping from his game.�

He cut back inside to 
reconnect with his forwards 
for the early Hoskins Sotutu 
try and then put on the 
footwork and backhanded 

offload for the Mark Telea try.�
That’s why we watch Super 

Rugby Pacific.�
Likewise, Mo’unga. He’s 

beaten �� defenders in his �� 
games entering this final.�

The quarter-final against 
the Queensland Reds was 
getting a little tight at ��-�� 
nearing the hour mark. Who 
puts on the right foot step 
and dash to start settling the 
game? Mo’unga, of course.�

We even still recognise 
him with the short hair and 
trimmed moustache.�He’s the 
same guy who first started 
compiling ����-points plus in 
Super Rugby.

FLAIR JORDAN�
Crusaders fullback Will Jordan 
has always been a class 
act but he took his game to 
another level in ����.�

All those tries (��), all those 
linebreaks (��), all those failed 
tacklers trying to stop him 

(��), all those metres gained 
(����), all that fancy footwork.�

He has been the 
competition’s top fullback and 
the ��-Test All Black is real 
X-factor heading towards next 
year’s Rugby World Cup.�

You could pick plenty of 
moments but let’s just say 
his hat-trick of tries against 
the Western Force combined 
plenty of his best skills.�

There was a simple, sharp 
step to score his first. He 
was running at near full tilt 
when he roped in a bouncing 
George Bridge kick in his right 
hand and scored his second. 
That was sublime.�

For his third, he put a 
team-mate through a gap and 
backed up to score the try.

TAKING RUGBY TO  
THE ISLANDS�
The Fijian Drua knew they had 
support from their homeland 
on their seemingly endless 

“Being able to 
hear the noise 

of 26,900 fans at 
Eden Park for the 

Blues-Brumbies 
�V�H�P�L���I�L�Q�D�O�¬�F�O�L�P�D�[��
was a joy, either 
live or through 

�\�R�X�U���7�9���R�U���G�H�Y�L�F�H���µ
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stint in Australia.�
The sheer thrill of feeling it 

for themselves with their first 
matches in Suva and Lautoka 
gave Super Rugby Pacific 
real�heart.�

Both of those pulsating 
spectacles against the 
Highlanders (��-��) and Chiefs 
(��-��) were narrow losses 
but oh-so-close to igniting 
delirious scenes of�victory.�

Sweet passes, speed, 
runaway attacks off dropped 
ball turnovers...the Fijians 
added an excitement all of 
their own to the competition. �

The on-field scenes after 
the first victory over the 
Melbourne Rebels and Moana 
Pasifika’s first success over 
the Hurricanes were goose-
bumps viewing.�

Thank you Vinaya Habosi. 
The flying winger’s ��m 
try against the Highlanders 
in Suva when he evaded 
three diving defenders was 
definitely a season highlight. 
He had plenty more.�

Equally, the moment that 
Christian Leali’ifano’s young 
son jogged out with the 
kicking tee for dad’s pot 
at penalty goal for Moana 
Pasifika against the NSW 
Waratahs was gold.�

He raised his ���� points 
in Super Rugby. He was the 
first Pacific Islander in Super 
Rugby to do so. 

THE BRUMBIES REBUILD 
AUSTRALIA’S REPUTATION�
The quality season from 
the Brumbies was huge for 
rebuilding the reputation of 
Australia’s Super Rugby sides 
after they’d gone a joint �-�� 
in matches against Kiwi sides 
in ����.�

The Brumbies�won four times 
against Kiwi sides in ���� and 
lost last-minute thrillers to the 
Blues on two�occasions.�

They did so playing the 
Brumbies’ way. There was 
big, direct ball-carting and 
clubbing defence from the 

likes of backrower Rob Valetini 
and dynamic attack like 
winger Tom Wright’s dancing, 
stepping ��m intercept try 
against the�Crusaders.�

Let’s not forget the part 
played by the NSW Waratahs 
as well. They were a �-�� 
basket case in ���� yet had 
a complete makeover under 
new coach Darren Coleman.�

The same club that 
conceded �� tries in 
five games against Kiwi 
opponents in ���� improved 
so much that the Crusaders 
and Highlanders were scalps.�

SUPER SUBS�
Salute the stars but they 
don’t always start in games. 
Highlanders halfback Folau 
Fakatava and Brumbies 
brothers Ryan and Lachlan 
Lonergan were standouts 
as super subs. There were 
plenty�more.�

Fakatava and his flowing 
mullet scored the key late try 
that sunk the Reds. �

THE GREATEST COMEBACK�
That Hurricanes flourish to 
stun the Blues in February 
back in Round Two�was as epic 
as you’ll see to finish a�game.�

The ‘Canes were gone at 
��-�� down with just over four 
minutes to play.�

Then this happened. 
Winger Salesi Rayasi dotted 
down in the corner with a 
classy one-handed finish.�

On full-time, Hurricanes 
talisman Ardie Savea 
scooted into the clear 
down the right touchline, 
stepped, surged�and scored. 
Hurricanes ��-��.�

It was a wonderful finale 
but with no crowd allowed 
into Dunedin’s Forsyth Barr 
Stadium to witness it live.�

That really is the joy of 
Super Rugby Pacific in ���� 
now the fans are back in the 
stadium. We are going to 
see a final at full volume at 
Eden�Park. 

LUKE ROMANO �148�  
is two away from 150 

appearances in Super Rugby.

ANTON LIENERT�BROWN 
�97�  is three away from 100 

appearances in Super Rugby.

NIC WHITE �98�  
is two away from 100 

appearances in Super Rugby.

NEPO LAULALA �98�   
is two away from 100 

appearances in Super Rugby.

SCOTT SCRAFTON �49�   
is one away from 50 

appearances in Super Rugby.

JAMES TUTTLE �49�   
is one away from 50 

appearances in Super Rugby.

SAM NOCK �49�   
is one away from 50 

appearances in Super Rugby.

JOCK CAMPBELL �49�  
is one away from 50 

appearances in Super Rugby.

LUKE JACOBSON �49�   
is one away from 50 

appearances in Super Rugby.

TJ PERENARA �58� is two away 
from 60 tries in Super Rugby – 
the current competition record 

(held by Israel Folau).

JULIAN SAVEA �57� is three 
away from 60 tries in Super 

Rugby – the current competition 
record (held by Israel Folau).

RIEKO IOANE �45� is �ve away 
from 50 tries in Super Rugby.

THE CRUSADERS �398� are 
two away from 400 games 

played in Super Rugby.

THE BLUES �9,977� are 23 
away from 10,000 points scored 

in Super Rugby.

THE CHIEFS �9,917� are 83 
away from 10,000 points scored 

in Super Rugby.

SUPER  
RUGBY  

MILESTONES

http://super.rugby
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20 7V
Crusaders v Chiefs

Friday 10 June 2022
Orangetheory Stadium, Christchurch

� TACKLES �

� MISSED TACKLES �

� TURNOVERS WON �

� PENALTIES CONCEDED �

� RED CARDS �

� YELLOW CARDS �

� TRIES �

� METRES CARRIED �

� CARRIES �

� DEFENDERS BEATEN �

� CLEAN BREAKS �

� PASSES �

� OFFLOADS �

� TURNOVERS CONCEDED �

� RUCKS WON �

� RUCKS LOST �

� RUCKS SUCCESS RATE �

� MAULS WON �

� KICKS IN PLAY �

� CONVERSIONS �

� PENALTY GOALS �

� DROP GOALS �

� LINEOUTS WON �

� LINEOUTS LOST �

� L/O SUCCESS RATE �

� SCRUMS WON �

� SCRUMS LOST �

DEFENCE
246 106

27 16

7 3

DISCIPLINE
13 8

1 0

1 1

ATTACK
2 1

280 386

78 168

16 27

4 2

102 219

2 7

12 18

BREAKDOWN
71 146

3 3

96% 98%

4 2

KICKING
20 13

2 1

3 0

0 0

SET PLAYS
5 9

2 2

71%   82%

5 12

0 0

�SCRUMS SUCCESS RATE�83% 80%

http://super.rugby
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CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALITY

It’s no surprise to see the Crusaders here contending for yet 
another title. It’s what they do. And do. And do. 

Words MARC HINTON,  senior rugby writer, STUFF.CO.NZ 
Images GETTY IMAGES
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to send that big crowd home 
happy on Saturday night. 
Anything less and this red and 
black dynasty will surely be 
adding another chapter.

Just think about the history 
of this incredible franchise. It 
started rather unpromisingly 
as they finished dead-ass 
last in the inaugural ��-team 
season of Super Rugby in 
����, and shot up to sixth in 
year two. The move had at 
least started.

Since then the Red and 
Blacks have missed finals 
footy twice. Twice. They have 
won �� full titles, played in 
�� finals and six other times 
been either a beaten semi-
finalist or quarter-finalist. 

Even when Covid 
intervened, their excellence 
endured. They won the 
���� and ���� versions of 
Super Rugby Aotearoa, and 
their only whiff was in last 
year’s add-on Trans-Tasman 
competition where they went 

undefeated but dipped out of 
the final on countback.���

Their record under current 
coach, and All Blacks boss 
in waiting, Scott Robertson 
defies belief. 

Since he took over in ���� 
they won a hat-trick of full 
Super titles, then that pair of 
Aotearoa triumphs, and are 
now shooting for six out of 
six. Their excellence is not 
so much enduring as flat-
out�ridiculous.

Within that success lie some 
remarkable statistics. Like, 
the Crusaders are now ��-� 
in home finals matches after 
last Saturday’s ��-� semi-
final victory over the Chiefs 
in�Christchurch. 

Or in ���� they completed 
the competition’s only 
perfect season, winning all 
�� matches en route to their 
fourth title in five years.

They are, in short, a team 
that knows how to get it done, 
and inevitably finds a way. 

SOME THINGS ARE JUST 
inevitable. Death, taxes … 
and the Crusaders being 
there at the business end of 
the southern hemisphere’s 
premier franchise 
competition. That makes the 
inaugural season of Super 
Rugby Pacific, well, not a lot 
different to the previous ��.

There they are again, those 
magnificent, metronomic, 
merciless Red ‘n Blacks, 
through to yet another grand 
final where they will meet 
the Blues on Saturday night 
at Eden Park in Auckland 
to decide the first ever 
Pacific�champion. 

The Aucklanders are on 
some roll, having tucked 
away a franchise record 
�� consecutive victories to 
get this far, and with home 
advantage, full stands at the 
Garden of Eden assured, 
and no fewer than a dozen 
recently annointed All Blacks 
in their midst, they are going 
to take some heading.

But if anyone can, the 
Crusaders can. Even down a 
few key bodies to injury. Even 
on the road in front of a crowd 
that could push ��,���. 

Even against a side as 
hungry as these Blues as they 
eye their first full Super Rugby 
title since ����. 

Even matched up against an 
outfit giving every impression 
of being destiny’s team as 
they keep finding ways to win 
the close ones through this 
sizzling streak.

It’s the Crusaders in a final, 
and history suggests the 
Blues are going to need to be 
at the very top of their game 

super.rugby � 13
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Last Saturday they were not 
at their best, and spent much 
of an absorbing semi-final 
on defence. So they broke 
their own club record en 
route to making ��� tackles, 
and missed just ��, keeping 
the Chiefs scoreless in the 
second���.

“Heart sums it up really, the 
care and how deep we went,” 
said an emotional Robertson 
after what was a special ���th 
match in charge. 

“Scott Barrett made �� 
tackles (Tom Christie also had 
��), and the effort and just 
winning moments … they had 
to score two or three tries for 
certain, then all of a sudden 
there was this massive tackle, 
and someone on the ball. 
We just keep getting up for 
each other. It was a game 
built on effort and care. I’m 
extremely�proud.”

In a way Robertson enjoyed 
Saturday’s grindfest as much 
as he had any of the more 
free-flowing, aesthetically 
pleasing efforts that have very 
much been the norm.

“We talk a lot about mental 
strength, and do a lot of work 
on making sure we stay in 
the fight, and understanding 
every game is different, and if 
we have to go deep, we will. 

To do it on this occasion … our 
discipline could have been 
better, there could have been 
a lot of things better, but we 
still found a way,” he added.

It’s why the Blues were 
a little muted in their own 
celebrations last Saturday 
night after sneaking by the 
Brumbies by a single point. 

These buoyant Blues, 
coached by a Crusaders 
legend in Leon MacDonald, 
know exactly what’s coming, 
and what will be required.

“This is their bread and 
butter, finals rugby. They 

love it,” said MacDonald who 
had watched the Crusaders’ 
semi twice before hitting the 
ground on Saturday. 

“We have to play as well 
as we know we can – as 
well as we did in the first 
half. We need to be massive 
defensively, disciplined, hold 
the ball on attack, make our 
tackles … the stuff that wins 
you finals. And when the 
moments that matter happen, 
we’ve got to be the ones that 
grab them.”

In other words, out-
Crusader the Crusaders. 

“But if anyone can, 
the Crusaders 

can. Even down a 
few key bodies to 

injury. Even on the 
road in front of a 
crowd that could 

push 40,000.”

http://super.rugby
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� TACKLES �

� MISSED TACKLES �

� TURNOVERS WON �

� PENALTIES CONCEDED �

� RED CARDS �

� YELLOW CARDS �

� TRIES �

� METRES CARRIED �

� CARRIES �

� DEFENDERS BEATEN �

� CLEAN BREAKS �

� PASSES �

� OFFLOADS �

� TURNOVERS CONCEDED �

� RUCKS WON �

� RUCKS LOST �

� RUCKS SUCCESS RATE �

� MAULS WON �

� KICKS IN PLAY �

� CONVERSIONS �

� PENALTY GOALS �

� DROP GOALS �

� LINEOUTS WON �

� LINEOUTS LOST �

� L/O SUCCESS RATE �

� SCRUMS WON �

� SCRUMS LOST �

�SCRUMS SUCCESS RATE�

16� super.rugby

DEFENCE
107 92

14 31

6 6

DISCIPLINE
12 10

0 0

2 0

ATTACK
2

20 19

3

443 250

86 89

31 14

5 2

124 109

12 4

11 10

BREAKDOWN
58 65

5 5

92% 93%

5 9

KICKING
27 18

2 3

2 0

1 1

SET PLAYS
8 14

2 3

80%  82%

5 5

0 0

71% 100%

V
Blues v Brumbies

Saturday 11 June 2022
Eden Park, Auckland

http://super.rugby
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� This will be the third final 
between the Blues and 
Crusaders in Super Rugby 
competitions; the Crusaders 
won their inaugural such 
fixture (20-13 in 1998), while 
the Blues were crowned 
champions in their most recent 
meeting at that stage (21-17 
in�2003).

� The Blues won their most 
recent Super Rugby match 
against the Crusaders (27-23, 

15 April 2022), snapping a 
14-game losing run against 
them; they will be aiming for 
consecutive wins against the 
Crusaders for the first time 
since February 2004.

� This will be the Crusaders’ 
16th final in Super Rugby 
competitions (W11, L4) – the 
most by any team and double 
the amount of the next best 
side (Brumbies – 8); they have 
won their last four such fixtures 

in succession and conceded 
just 13 points per game in 
that�span.

� This will be the Blues’ 
sixth final in Super Rugby 
competitions (W4, L1); indeed, 
their only defeat in such a 
fixture came against the 
Crusaders (20-13 in 1998).

� The Blues have crossed 
the gainline on 67 percent of 
their total carries in 2022, the 
best rate of any team and nine 

HEAD TO HEAD

RANKINGS

Super Rugby Pacific - 18/06/2022

GAMES
39

28.2% BLUES WINS
69.2% CRUSADERS WINS

2.6% MATCH DRAWN

771 BLUES PTS
1,024 CRUSADERS PTS

POINTS

46.0
PER GAME

32.9
Points

100.9
Carries

718.2
Carry Metres

6.1
Line Breaks

23.2
Defenders beaten

8.5
Offloads

135.0
Passes

88.8%
Tackle %

11.6
Turnovers conceded

\\\ BLUESV
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percentage points higher than 
the Crusaders (58 percent).

� The Crusaders have scored 
11 tries starting possession 
from a kick return this Super 
Rugby Pacific season, the most 
by any team and three more 
than the Blues (8).

� Will Jordan (Crusaders) has 
gained 1,307 metres in 2022, 
more than any other player 
and 615m more than the Blues’ 
best Mark Telea (692).

� Rieko Ioane (Blues) has 
made five offloads resulting 
in a break this Super Rugby 
Pacific season, the joint-
most of any player in the 
competition (also Jordie 
Barrett – five for Hurricanes).

� Tom Christie (Crusaders) has 
made 233 tackles in 2022, 50 
more than any other player 
in the campaign and 87 more 
than the Blues’ best (Dalton 
Papalii – 146).

� Caleb Clarke (Blues) has 
made 1.4 line breaks per 80 
minutes in 2022, the second 
most of any player to log 
at least 70 minutes in the 
campaign (Salesi Rayasi –  
1.5 for Hurricanes).

Date Location WINNER
Home Team SCORE Away Team

25-Apr-21 Orangetheory Stadium CRUSADERS
Crusaders  29-6   Blues

21-Mar-21  Eden Park CRUSADERS
Blues  27-43  Crusaders

16-Aug-20  Eden Park MATCH DRAWN
Blues  0-0  Crusaders

11-Jul-20  Orangetheory Stadium CRUSADERS
Crusaders  26-15  Blues

14-Feb-20  Eden Park CRUSADERS
Blues  8-25  Crusaders

25-May-19  Christchurch Stadium CRUSADERS
Crusaders  19-11  Blues

16-Feb-19  Eden Park CRUSADERS
Blues  22-24  Crusaders

14-Jul-18  AMI Stadium CRUSADERS
Crusaders  54-17  Blues

19-May-18  Eden Park CRUSADERS
Blues  24-32   Crusaders

17-Mar-17  AMI Stadium CRUSADERS
Crusaders  33-24  Blues

LAST 10 MEETINGS

Super Rugby Pacific - 18/06/2022

32.9
Points

108.5
Carries

783.4
Carry Metres

5.5
Line Breaks

23.3
Defenders beaten

7.4
Offloads

167.8
Passes

87.9%
Tackle %

12.6
Turnovers conceded

CRUSADERS /// 

* Until start of Super Rugby Pacific 

V

http://super.rugby
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Blues v Crusaders
Eden Park,  
Auckland

Saturday 18 June 2022 | Eden Park

grand 
final

LOOK OUT FOR

Played�|�16
Won�|�15
Lost�|�1
Drawn�|�0
For�|�527
Against�|�309

A ��-game winning streak 
suggests that the Blues are 
going about their season 
in chipper fashion, but how 
they cope with the vagaries 
of finals footy will tell the 
story of their�season.

BLUES IN 2022

Head Coach: Leon MacDonald

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

RESERVES
�� 
��
�� 
��
��
��
��
��

ROGER TUIVASA-SHECK
Tuivasa-Sheck has shown in his �rst 
full season of Super Rugby Paci�c 
just how good he is. A win and an 
All Black cap would top it o�.

Alex Hodgman 
Kurt Eklund 

Nepo Laulala 
Josh Goodhue 
Tom Robinson

Akira Ioane 
Adrian Choat

Hoskins Sotutu
Finlay Christie 

Beauden Barrett (c)
AJ Lam

Roger Tuivasa-Sheck 
Rieko Ioane
Mark Telea  

Stephen Perofeta

Soane Vikena  
Karl Tu’inukuafe
Ofa Tuungafasi

Luke Romano
Dalton Papalii/James Tucker 

Sam Nock
Bryce Heem 
Zarn Sullivan 

\\\ BLUESV
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Auckland | 17:05 NZST | Sky Sports

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

RESERVES
�� 
��
�� 
��
��
��
��
��

George Bower
Codie Taylor (vc)
Oli Jager
Scott Barrett (c)
Sam Whitelock
Pablo Matera
Tom Christie
Cullen Grace
Bryn Hall
Richie Mo’unga
Leicester Fainga’anuku 
David Havili (vc)
Jack Goodhue
Sevu Reece
Will Jordan 

Brodie McAlister
Tamaiti Williams
Fletcher Newell
Quinten Strange
Corey Kellow
Mitch Drummond
Braydon Ennor
George Bridge

CRUSADERS /// 

Played�|�16
Won�|�13

Lost�|�3
Drawn�|�0
For�|�527

Against�|�290

There have been a few 
hiccups along the way but 
the Crusaders know what 
to do in these games. Get 

ahead, pile the pressure on 
and make sure you take  

the opportunities that  
flow from that.

LOOK OUT FOR

CRUSADERS IN 2022

Head Coach: Scott Robertson

Referee: Ben O’Kee�e
Assistant Refs: Nic Berry, Stu Curran

TMO: Shane McDermott

SEVU REECE
Reece is one of those players 
that excels under pressure in 

these big games and will look 
to deliver once again.

V
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1 THE BLUES VETERAN 
lock forward Luke 
Romano gave some 

insight into what makes the 
Crusaders such a special team 
at this time of the year when 
he spoke to the media earlier 
this week in Auckland.

“They are really big on the 
details,” he told colleague 
Marc Hinton. 

“Those one-percenters 
that can get overlooked. A 
lot of the time these games 
come down to one or two key 
moments, and if you’ve done 
your homework and nailed 
those details at training, when 
they present themselves you 
can take them and make them 
your�moments.

“That’s what’s always 
served the Crusaders well.”

Romano knows a bit about 
what it takes to win titles 
and was asked what’s the 
message he would give to 
his team-mates at the Blues 
this�week.

“If you put the pressure on 
yourself through all the hype 
that comes around these 
games, it can affect you. It’s 
another game, our game, and 
what we do as individuals and 
as a team, we’ve proven it 
works this year. 

“Go out there and be 
yourself, and do what you 
do best, because that’s why 
you’re picked for this team.”

2 TALKING POINTS 
LOVES a stats so 
we thought it would 

be a good idea to have a 
stroll through a number of 
the�categories.

It was hard not to notice 
how much that Crusaders 
fullback Will Jordan the 
inaugural running of Super 
Rugby Pacific.

Jordan leads the way on try 
scorers with ��, is second on 
clean breaks (behind team-
mate Sevu Reece) on ��, is 
second on defenders beaten 
on �� and led the way on 
trues carried with�����.

Now that’s not a bad body 
of work.

3 IT’S A LITTLE OVER  
�� months out from the 
Rugby World Cup in 

France but we will get a pretty 
good idea of how the betting 
market is going to pan out 
during the in bound tours in 
New Zealand, Australia, South 
Africa, Japan and Argentina.

Ireland are heading to NZ, 
England will be in Australia, 
Wales will be in South Africa, 
France in Japan while Scotland 
are headed to Argentina for 
what will be a willing series.

Tests coaches like to have 
their combinations pretty 
settled from this period 
on so July will be a more 
than interesting period for 
rugby�watchers.

4 WE WILL SEE more of 
Brumbies coach Dan 
McKellar as he embarks 

on a full-time role with the 
Wallabies under Dave Rennie.

McKellar did appear to 
have some room for a beef 
when his side wasn’t given a 
penalty that might have seen 
them sneak past the Blues 
but he took a whole of game 
approach when the dust 
had�settled.

“What direction are we 
going here because players 
don’t know what’s yellow, 
what’s red. I don’t know what 
it is. How’s Joe Public going to 
have any idea?” Mckellar�said.

It’s a legitimate point in 
my�book.
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5 TEAM OF THE WEEK
As you would expect the 
Blues and the Crusaders 

have dominated selections 
in Talking points team of 
the�week.

But there is a smattering of 
people from the Chiefs and 
the Brumbies, the vanquished 
teams from last weekend’s 
semi-finals.

Lachlan Lonergan came off 
the bench for the Brumbies 
against the Blues at Eden 
Park but did so well that 
he has got the nod as the 
starting�hooker.

Another Brumby Rob 
Valetini was also selected 
after returning from a 
hamstring injury and takes his 
place on the blindside of the 
scrum while Tupou Vaa’i takes 
one of the locking�spots.

Beauden Barrett takes on 
the playmaking role, while 
Will Jordan has been selected 
at fullback with Sevu Reece 
and Leicester Fainga’anuku 
forming the rest of the 
back�three.

�. Aidan Ross (Chiefs)
�. Lachlan Lonergan 

(Brumbies)
�. Nepo Laulala (Blues)
�. Darcy Swain (Brumbies)
�. Tupou Vaa’i (Chiefs)
�. Rob Valetini (Brumbies)
�. Tom Christie (Crusaders)
�. Cullen Grace (Crusaders)
�. Finlay Christie (Blues)
��. Beauden Barrett (Blues)
��. Sevu Reece (Crusaders)
��. Irae Simone (Brumbies)
��. Rieko Ioane (Blues)
��. Leicester Fainga’anuku 

(Crusaders)
��. Will Jordan (Crusaders)

6 WE LOVED:
The fact that we have 
been able to navigate 

our way through �� rounds 
of preliminary games, three 
weeks of finals without too 
much drama. In these times 
dominated by pandemics 
and numerous other head 
winds that’s not a bad effort. 
Bring on ���� and a bigger 
and even better Super Rugby 
Pacific competition!

7 THEY SAID IT
“We are both 
representing our 

franchises to do whatever 
we can to win the game, and 
whatever happens after that 
it is up to the big man, Foz 
(All Blacks coach Ian Foster), I 
guess.’’ – RICHIE MO’UNGA 
on the battle ahead with 
Beauden Barrett.

“Defence wins championships 
as they say, and that’s 
given us a chance for next 
week.”  – Crusaders coach 
SCOTT ROBERTSON on the 
defensive effort of his team 
against the Chiefs in the SRP 
semi-final.

“I’ve got a lot of history there, 
but I’m with the Blues now. I 
came up here to do a job, that 
was to win Super Rugby, and 
that’s what I’m focused on.” 
– Blues lock LUKE ROMANO 
on the prospect of taking on 
his long time “home team” in 
Saturday’s final.  

“We loved the 
fact that we 

have been able 
to navigate our 

way through 
15 rounds of 
preliminary 

games and three 
weeks of finals 

without too 
much drama.”
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BRUMBIES 35 (Folau Fainga’a, Irae Simone, Tom 
Banks tries; Noah Lolesio 3 pen goals, con, Nic White 
con) d HURRICANES 25 (Josh Moorby 2 tries; Jordie 
Barret 5 pen goals) at GIO Stadium, Canberra.
Referee: Paul Williams

V

CRUSADERS 37 (Tamaiti Williams Sevu Reece, Richie 
Mo’unga, Will Jordan tries; Mo’unga 4 cons, 3 pen 
goals) d QUEENSLAND REDS 15 (Filipo Daugunu, 
Salesi Vunivale tries; Lawson Creighton con, pen goal) 
at Orangetheory Stadium, Christchurch.
Referee: Brendon Pickerill

V

CHIEFS 39 (Pita Gus Sowakula, Brad Weber 2, Alex 
Nankivell, Luke Jacobson tries; Bryn Gatland 4 cons 2 
pen goals) d WARATAHS 15 (Will Harris, Dylan Pietsch 
tries; Tane Edmed con, pen goal) at FMG Stadium, 
Hamilton. Referee: Nic Berry

V

BLUES 35 (Roger Tuivasa-Sheck, AJ Lam, Beauden 
Barret 2, Josh Ioane triues; Stepehn Perofeat 5 cons) d 
HIGHLANDERS 6 (Marty Banks 2 pen goals) at Eden 
Park, Auckland. Referee: Angus Gardner

V

ROAD TO THE FINAL
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BLUES V CRUSADERS  
Referee: Ben O’Kee�e

V

CRUSADERS 20 (Cullen Grace 2 
tries; Richie Mo’unga 2 cons, 2 pen 
goals) d CHIEFS 7 (Angus Ta’avao 
try; Bryn Gatland con)  
Orangetheory Stadium, Christchurch.
Referee: Nic Berry

semi FINAL 1

V

BLUES 20 (Mark Telea, Hoiskins 
Sotutu tries; Stephen Perofeta 2 
cons, 2 pen goals) d BRUMBIES 19 
(Lachlan Lonergan 2, Irae Simone 
tries; Noah Lolesio 2 cons)  
Eden Park, Auckland.
Referee: Ben O’Kee�e

semi FINAL 2

O THE FINAL �4�X�D�U�W�H�U���À�Q�D�O�V

Friday 3 June
Crusaders v Qld Reds

Saturday 4 June
Chiefs v Waratahs

Blues v Highlanders
Brumbies v Hurricanes

�6�H�P�L���)�L�Q�D�O�V

Friday 10 June
Crusaders v Chiefs
Saturday 11 June
Blues v Brumbies

�J�U�D�Q�G���À�Q�D�O

Saturday 18 June
Blues v Crusaders



2022 SUPER
RUGBY DRAW
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ROUND 1
Friday 18 February

Waratahs 40 d Fijian Drua 10
CommBank Stadium, Parramatta

Saturday 19 February
Chiefs 26 d Highlanders 16
Wakatipu RC, Queenstown
Crusaders 42 d Hurricanes 32
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Reds 23 d Rebels 5
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Sunday 20 February
Brumbies 29 d Force 23
GIO Stadium, Canberra
Postponed: Moana v Blues

ROUND 4
Friday 11 March

Blues 32 d Highlanders 20
North Harbour Stadium, Albany
Brumbies 36 d Rebels 17
AAMI Park, Melbourne 

Saturday 12 March
Chiefs 24 d Crusaders 21
Orangetheory Stadium, C’church
Reds 33 d Fijian Drua 28
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Sunday 13 MARCH
Waratahs 22 d Force 17
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney
Postponed: H’canes v Moana

ROUND 7
Tuesday 29 March

Blues 32 d Moana Pasi�ka 19
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland

Friday 1 April
Crusaders 17 d Highlanders 14
Orangetheory Stadium, C’church
Waratahs 38 d Fijian Drua 14
CBUS Super Stadium, Gold Coast

Saturday 2 April
Blues 46 d Moana Pasi�ka 16
Eden Park, Auckland
Reds 21 d Brumbies 7
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Sunday 3 April
Chiefs 30 d Hurricanes 29
Sky Stadium, Wellington

ROUND 2
Friday 25 February

Crusaders 34 d Highlanders 19
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin 
Reds 20 d Waratahs 16
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney

Saturday 26 February
Brumbies 42 d Fijian Drua 3
GIO Stadium, Canberra 
Hurricanes 33 d Blues 32
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Force 28 d Rebels 3
AAMI Park, Melbourne
Postponed: Chiefs v Moana

ROUND 5
Friday 18 March

Brumbies 16 d Reds 12
GIO Stadium, Canberra

Saturday 19 March
Force 20 d Fijian Drua 18
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney
Chiefs 59 d Moana Pasi�ka 12
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland
Waratahs 24 d Rebels 19
Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney
Postponed: Highlanders v Moana, 
Hurricanes v Chiefs, Crusaders v 
Blues

ROUND 8
Friday 8 April

H’landers 37 d Moana Pasi�ka 17
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Rebels 22 d Force 21
HBF Park, Perth

Saturday 9 April
Crusaders 24 d Hurricanes 21
Sky Stadium, Wellington
Blues 25 d Chiefs 0
FMG Stadium, Waikato 
Brumbies 33 d Fijian Drua 12
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Bye: Reds, Waratahs

ROUND 3
Friday 4 March

Crusaders 33 d Moana Pasi�ka 12
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Fijian Drua 31 d Rebels 26
Sunshine Coast Stadium, Kawana
Reds 29 d Force 16
HBF Park, Perth

Saturday 5 March
Blues 24 d Chiefs 22
Eden Park, Auckland
Hurricanes 21 d Highlanders 14
Sky Stadium, Wellington
Brumbies 27 d Waratahs 20
GIO Stadium, Canberra

ROUND 6
Friday 25 March

Moana Pasi�ka 24 d H’canes 19
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland
Rebels 42 d Fijian Drua 27
AAMI Park, Melbourne
Brumbies 39 d Force 38
HBF Park, Perth

Saturday 26 March
Blues 32 d Highlanders 25
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Crusaders 34 d Chiefs 19
FMG Stadium, Waikato 
Reds 32 d Waratahs 20
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

ROUND 9 (Easter)
Tuesday 12 April

H’canes 53 d Moana Pasi�ka 12
Sky Stadium, Wellington
Friday 15 April

Blues 27 d Crusaders 23
Orangetheory Stadium, C’church
Reds 36 d Rebels 32
AAMI Park, Melbourne 
Saturday 16 April

Chiefs 45 d Moana Pasi�ka 12
FMG Stadium, Waikato 
Hurricanes 22 d Highlanders 21
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Waratahs 41 d Force 24
HBF Park, Perth
Bye: Brumbies, Drua

Bye: Force, Rebels
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ROUND 10
Friday 22 April

Chiefs 51 d Waratahs 27
AAMI Park, Melbourne

Saturday 23 April
Blues 35 d Fijian Drua 18
AAMI Park, Melbourne
Hurricanes 30 d Reds 17
AAMI Park, Melbourne

Sunday 24 April
Brumbies 28 d Highlanders 17
AAMI Park, Melbourne
Crusaders 42 d Rebels 17
AAMI Park, Melbourne

ROUND 13
Friday 13 May

Highlanders 61 d Force 10
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin
Crusaders 37 d Brumbies 26
GIO Stadium, Canberra 

Saturday 14 May
Fijian Drua 34 d Moana Pasi�ka 19
CommBank Stadium, Parramatta
Blues 53 d Reds 26
Eden Park, Auckland
Hurricanes 22 d Waratahs 18
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney

Sunday 15 May
Chiefs 33 d Rebels 30
AAMI Park, Melbourne

ROUND 11
Friday 29 April

Chiefs 27 d Reds 25
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane
Blues 22 d Force 18
HBF Park, Perth

Saturday 30 April
Highlanders 27 d Fijian Drua 24
ANZ Stadium, Suva
Waratahs 24 d Crusaders 21
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney
Rebels 26 d Moana Pasi�ka 22
AAMI Park, Melbourne

Sunday 1 May
Brumbies 42 d Hurricanes 25
GIO Stadium, Canberra

ROUND 14
Friday 20 May

Crusaders 61 d Drua 3
Orangetheory Stadium, C’church
Reds 34 d Moana Pasi�ka 22
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Saturday 21 May
Chiefs 54 d Force 21
FMG Stadium, Waikato
Hurricanes 45 d Rebels 22
Sky Stadium, Wellington
Blues 21 d Brumbies 19
GIO Stadium, Canberra

Sunday 22 May
Waratahs 32 d H’landers 20
Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin

FINALS
�4�X�D�U�W�H�U���À�Q�D�O�V

Friday 3 June
Crusaders 37 d Qld Reds 15
Saturday 4 June
Chiefs 39 d Waratahs 15
Blues 35 d Highlanders 6 
Brumbies 35 d Hurricanes 25

Semi Finals
Friday 10 June
Crusaders 20 d Chiefs 7
Saturday 11 June
Blues 20 d Brumbies 19

Final
Saturday 18 June
Blues v Crusaders

ROUND 12
Friday 6 May

Blues 71 d Rebels 28
Eden Park, Auckland
Highlanders 27 d Reds 19
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Saturday 7 May
Waratahs 26 d Moana Pasi�ka 20
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland
Brumbies 38 d Chiefs 28
FMG Stadium, Waikato 
Crusaders 53 d Force 15
HBF Park, Perth

Sunday 8 May
Hurricanes 67 d Fijian Drua 5
Sky Stadium, Wellington

ROUND 15
tuesday 24 May

Force 48 d Moana Pasi�ka 28
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland
Friday 27 May

Crusaders 28 d Reds 15
Orangetheory Stadium, C’church
Saturday 28 May

Chiefs 35 d Fijian Drua 34
Churchill Park, Lautoka
Moana Pasi�ka 32 d Brumbies 22
Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland
Blues 20 d Waratahs 17
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney 
Force 27 d Hurricanes 22
HBF Park, Perth
Sunday 29 May

Rebels 31 d Highlanders 30
AAMI Park, Melbourne

Anzac 
Round 

+ Super 
Round

* All kicko�s listed are LOCAL time
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PAUL CULLY
STUFF.CO.NZ and SMH

Blues by �

JIM TUCKER
RUGBY.com.au

Blues by �

MARC HINTON
Chief Rugby writer for STUFF.CO.NZ

Blues by �

ANDREW SWAIN
Stan Sport
Blues by �

GEORGINA ROBINSON
Chief Rugby writer SMH

Blues by �

ANDREW MEHRTENS
Stan Sport

Crusaders by ��

GREG CLARK
Rugby commentator

Crusaders by �

JUSTIN MARSHALL
Sky Sport

Crusaders by �

SEAN MALONEY
Chief Rugby caller Stan Sport

Crusaders by �

NATHAN WILLIAMSON
RUGBY.com.au
Crusaders by �

MARK CASHMAN
CashCow Media Solutions

Crusaders by �

NICK MCARDLE
Stan Sport

Crusaders by �

THE TIPSTERS



SEE MVP.SUPER.RUGBY FOR MORE DETAILS

“VOTE FOR YOUR 
MVP” AND BE INTO 
WIN TICKETS
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STATISTICS 
AND TABLES

PosITION P W D L PF PA TF TA TB LB +/- BP Pts
�. Blues �� �� � � ��� ��� �� �� � � ��� � ��
�. Crusaders �� �� � � ��� ��� �� �� � � ��� � ��
�. Chiefs �� �� � � ��� ��� �� �� � � ��� � ��
�. Brumbies �� �� � � ��� ��� �� �� � � �� � ��
�. Hurricanes �� � � � ��� ��� �� �� � � ��� � ��
�. NSW Waratahs �� � � � ��� ��� �� �� � � �� � ��
�. Qld Reds �� � � � ��� ��� �� �� � � �� � ��
�. Highlanders �� � � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � � � ��
�. Western Force �� � � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � -��� � ��
��. Melbourne Rebels �� � � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � -��� � ��
��. Fijian Drua �� � � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � -��� � ��
��. Moana Pasifika �� � � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � -��� � ��

FINAL 2022 standings: SUPER RUGBY PACIFIC

TRIES METRES CARRIED�R�I�Á�R�D�G�V

top try scorers: SUPER RUGBY PACIFIC
pos player team tries

�= Will Jordan Crusaders ��

�= Leicester Fainga’anuku Crusaders ��

�= Tom Wright Brumbies �

�= Sevu Reece Crusaders �

�= Joshua Moorby Hurricanes �

� Jock Campbell Queensland Reds �

�= Caleb Clarke Blues �

�= Alex Nankivell Chiefs �

�= Salesi Rayasi Hurricanes �

�= Mark Nawaqanitawase NSW Waratahs �

P Played  W Win  D Draw  L Lose  PF Points for  PA Points against  TF Tries for  TA Tries against 
TB Tries bonus  LB Losing bonus  +/- Points difference  BP Bonus points  Pts Points

 �  Chiefs ���
 �  Blues  ���
 �  Hurricanes ���
 �  Moana ���
 �  Fijian Drua ���
 �  Waratahs ���
 �  Crusaders ���
 �  Reds  ���
 �  Highlanders ���
��  Rebels ���
��  Force  ��
��   Brumbies ��

 �  Blues  ��
 �  Crusaders ��
 �  Chiefs ��
 �  Hurricanes ��
 �  Brumbies ��
 �  Reds  ��
 �  Waratahs ��
 �  Highlanders ��
 �  Force  ��
�� Rebels ��
��   Moana ��
��   Fijian Drua ��

 �  Hurricanes ��,���
 �  Chiefs ��,���
 �  Crusaders ��,���
 �  Blues  ��,���
 �  Fijian Drua ��,���
 �  Highlanders ��,���
 �  Reds  �,���
 �  Moana �,���
 �  Force  �,���
��  Waratahs �,���
��   Brumbies �,���
��  Rebels �,���
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THE 
CLOSER
It was a big night for Crusaders coaching duo Scott 
Robertson and Jason Ryan. They celebrated their 
100th game coaching together last weekend 
in the Super Rugby Paci�c semi-�nal win 
over the Chiefs, and what an e�ort it was. 
The Crusaders played without the ball 
for much of the night and made 246 
tackles in what Robertson said 
was an e�ort that underlined 
what it means to be a 
Crusader. As they say in 
Christchurch it’s on to 
the next job and the 
�nal this weekend 
against the Blues!
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Words MARK CASHMAN�|� Images GETTY IMAGES

LAST WORD

WELL HERE WE ARE – after 
�� weeks of fascinating 
competition across three 
countries and ���� minutes of 
big blokes running into each 
other, Super Rugby Pacific is 
on the cusp of crowning their 
inaugural champion.

The Blues on a ��-match 
winning streak, take on the 
Crusaders at Eden Park and 
it’s looming as one hell of 
a�game.

A game deserving of a 
close to capacity crowd at 
the fortress of the game in 
New�Zealand.

As Luke Romano told the 
media earlier this week in 
Auckland it’s going to be 
attention to detail, the little 
things, that add up to a 
winning performance and 
at this stage it’s a tough call 
between the red team and the 
blue team.

The side that handles 
“those moments” best is the 
one that will lift the silverware 
at the conclusion of what 
should be an absolutely 
throbbing encounter.

But what are the head to 
head encounters that will 
decide this match?

First up is a fascinating 
one in the engine room 
with the work of Crusaders 
skipper Scott Barrett sure to 
play a role when he comes 
up against the athleticism 
of young Blues tyro 
Tom�Robinson.

It’s a “been there, done 

that” type of guy up against 
a “crash or crash through, 
no fear player” and is sure 
to be fascinating to watch it 
play�out.

Then there’s the match 
up between Akira Ioane 
and Pablo Matera, both 
international backrowers of 
some standing, and neither 
likely to back away from any 
sort of confrontation.

Both have that X factor 
that you need in any sort of 
good side - not the dazzling 
footwork or speed to 
bamboozle a defensive but 
that capacity to intimidate the 
�� blokes opposite.

A bit further away from the 
confrontations up front will 
be the deft work of Beauden 
Barrett and Richie Mo’unga.

Barrett has the kicking 
game and linking work that 
works so well for the Blues, 

while Mo’unga has been 
through these sort of game on 
a regular basis and just knows 
how to get the job done.

Barrett spoke earlier this 
year about his capacity to 
drift out of games at times 
and has worked hard this 
season to stay engaged in 
his work.

Another great match up 
is the one between soon to 
be All Blacks team-mates 
Roger Tuivasa-Sheck and the 
established David Havili.

Tuivasa-Sheck has the 
speed and the footwork at the 
advantage line while Havilli 
has the big body and the nous 
needed to put it to best effect.

It’s like that we are seeing 
the present and the future all 
in the space of �� minutes.

At the back the big match 
ups continue with the 
peerless Will Jordan coming 
up against the utility value of 
Stephen Perofeta.

You’ve just got to look at 
the numbers to know that 
Jordan is a special talent but 
at the same time Perofeta 
contributes by dropping into 
first receiver role when things 
get a bit manic.

It works for the Blues when 
he does that, just like the 
running game and taking of 
the high ball from Jordan.

As you can see there is 
oodles of talent out there 
that will decide the fate of the 
Super Rugby Pacific title.

It deserves nothing less! 

“As you can see 
there is oodles 
of talent out 

there that will 
decide the fate 

of the Super 
Rugby Pacific 

title. It deserves 
nothing less!”



SEE MVP.SUPER.RUGBY FOR MORE DETAILS

“VOTE FOR YOUR 
MVP” AND BE INTO 
WIN TICKETS




	SRP GF p1
	SRP GF p2-3
	SRP GF p4-5
	SRP GF p6-9
	SRP GF p20-21
	SRP GF p2-3
	SRP GF p10-11
	SRP GF p12-15
	SRP GF p16-17
	SRP GF p18-19
	SRP GF p20-21
	SRP GF p22-25
	SRP GF p26-27
	SRP GF p28-29
	SRP GF p30-31
	SRP GF p32-33
	SRP GF p34-35
	SRP GF p2-3
	SRP GF p20-21
	SRP GF p36-37
	SRP GF p38-39

